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Poster Presentation Details 
 
Who Should Submit? 
Researchers, clinicians, trainees, patient advocates, and community partners 
 
Relevant topics include, but are not limited to: 

• Disease mechanisms and model systems 
• Genetics, genomics, and precision 

medicine 
• Diagnostic development and approaches 

to shortening the diagnostic journey 
• Therapeutic discovery and development 
• Clinical research and patient care 

• Maternal, fetal, pediatric, and adult 
health 

• Environmental influences on health and 
disease 

• Patient and caregiver experiences 
• Health equity and access to care 
• Community engagement, education, and 

advocacy 
 
Submission Details:  

• Deadlines: 
1. To be considered for onstage presentation: October 19, 2026 
2. Poster Presentation Only: November 3, 2026 

• Register for the 2026 Zebra Summit: Zebra Summit Registration 
• On the registration form, select “YES” when asked if you are interested in submitting a poster 

abstract. 
• After registering, visit the abstract submission site: Abstract Submission 
• Click “Submit an Entry” and follow the prompts. 

 
Abstract Requirements 

• Abstracts do not need to be exclusively on rare diseases. Submissions should demonstrate how the 
work may advance human health, diagnosis, treatment, care, or quality of life. 

• Maximum 300 words, excluding title, authors, and institutional aQiliations. 
• Write the abstract as one paragraph with no headings or citations. 

o Do not include the project title or advisor name in the abstract body.  
o Co-authors may be included. 

• Include: 
o Background/Need: What problem or gap does the work address? 
o Question/Goal: What are you trying to answer or accomplish? 
o Approach: What methods or processes did you use? 
o Findings/Outcomes: What have you learned or what do you expect to learn? 
o Relevance: Why does the work matter to patients, families, caregivers, or communities? 
o Next Steps: What are the implications and what comes next? 

• Ongoing projects should clearly identify preliminary findings or anticipated outcomes. 
• Abstracts previously presented at other conferences within the past year are eligible. 
• Write for a broad audience: Use clear, accessible language and minimize technical jargon. Define 

scientific or medical terms when necessary. 
 

The goal is not only to share scientific findings, but to make the work 
meaningful and understandable to the people it may ultimately serve. 

https://rarekc.org/2026-zebra-summit/
https://events.humanitix.com/2026-zebra-summit/tickets?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://awards.judgify.me/2026zebrasummit?utm_source=chatgpt.com
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Evaluated On 
• Scientific or scholarly quality 
• Translational relevance 
• Clarity and accessibility 
• Relevance to patients, families, caregivers, and communities 

 
Poster Presentation 

• All posters must include a plain-language summary card next to the poster, allowing all attendees to 
understand the work. 

• Poster presenters are responsible for preparing and printing their own posters. 
• Each presenter will be provided a 4-ft. × 4-ft. bulletin board space. Poster spaces will be assigned. 
• Posters must be displayed by 10:00 a.m. on November 17 and removed after the poster session 

concludes 
• Presenters must remain at their poster for the entire poster session.  

o (Session time TBD.) 
• All poster presenters will provide a 30-second lay summary of their research to attendees on the 

main stage. 
• Student and trainee abstracts may be considered for an on-stage presentation and cash prize. 

Faculty contact information will be required for these submissions. 
 
Questions 
If you have questions about abstract submission or poster presentations, please contact  
Brittany Martinez - bmartinez3@kumc.edu  
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